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“The  want  of  a  theory,  deduced  from  such  strict  analogy,  to  conduct  the  practice  of  medicine  is  lamented  by  its

professors; for, as a great number of unconnected facts are difficult to be acquired, and to be reasoned from, the art of

medicine is in many instances less efficacious under the direction of its wisest practitioners; and by that busy crowd,

who either boldly wade in darkness, or are led into endless error by the glare of false theory, it is daily practised to the

destruction of thousands; add to this the unceasing injury which accrues to the public by the perpetual advertisements

of pretended nostrums; the minds of the indolent become superstitiously fearful of diseases, which they do not labour

under; and thus become the daily prey of some crafty empyric.”
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